
Winter 2023Winter 2023
Quarterly DonorQuarterly Donor
Impact ReportImpact Report

Falon Brownlee and her daughter, Amirah, shop for food at the 
Sheridan Market. (Photo by Kenneth Johnson for Nourishing Hope.)
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A LETTER FROM OUR CEO

Kellie O'Connell
Chief Executive Officer, Nourishing Hope

IN HARD TIMES, A MOTHER
FINDS FOOD AND RESPECT 
AT SHERIDAN MARKET
For Falon Brownlee, the food provided at Nourishing
Hope’s Sheridan Market helps her care for her two
young daughters, Amirah, 1, and Bryleigh, 8. 

“Everything is always fresh here,” Falon said. “I don’t
feel embarrassed about coming here. I bring my
children and we’re treated with respect here.”

She became the family’s sole provider when her
older daughter’s father died of COVID-related health
issues last year.

Falon wiped away tears as she reflected on the
challenges of recent years. She has persevered. In
addition to working full-time, she’s continued to
pursue her own education, recently completing
online graduate level courses through Purdue
University.

"EVERYTHING IS ALWAYS FRESH HERE...
I DON’T FEEL EMBARRASSED ABOUT
COMING HERE. I BRING MY CHILDREN
AND WE’RE TREATED WITH RESPECT.”

CEO Kellie O'Connell
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Still, she often is forced to make some difficult
decisions: Save for her daughters’ future or pay for
car insurance? She chose the former.

When she’s needed help in recent years, she’s found
it every time at Nourishing Hope.

"To walk in here and see a diverse and respectful
atmosphere, it’s what brings me back again and
again,” Falon said. 

Read the full story on our blog at 
nourishinghopechi.org/blog

Dear friends, 

Thank you for your continued support as we begin a
new year of challenges and opportunities. We
continued to serve far more people than we did last
year; we don’t expect that to change anytime soon. 

None of the impact detailed in this report is possible
without your support. 

In November and December, the heart of the holiday
season, visits to our food programs were up more
than 35% from the previous year. The ongoing
impact of high food prices, along with diminished
federal aid, continue to burden many families who
turn to us for help.

Honestly, it’s been a challenging time for Nourishing
Hope, as our own costs have risen significantly too
because of inflation. But every day, our staff and
volunteers show up in all sorts of weather to serve
our neighbors. And each day, hundreds of
Chicagoans leave those interactions with fresh and
nutritious groceries — and hope! — to sustain them
through hard times. 

That’s what we do. That’s what we’ve been about for
53 years. 

                                               On behalf of all of us here
at Nourishing Hope, thank you for your compassion
and generosity. 

Warmly, 

We cannot do it with you.

https://www.nourishinghopechi.org/blog


MENTAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES

NEEDED: VOLUNTEERS AT EL MERCADITO

We’re growing our team of mental health therapists at Nourishing Hope, thanks largely to expanded grant
funding from the Chicago Department of Public Health. 

Recently, we hired a new bilingual therapist, bringing our mental health counseling team to four full-time
therapists, three clinical interns and two administrators who are also licensed therapists. And we’re seeking to
hire another therapist soon!

So far, we’ve provided more than                                              which include housing case management and
mental health therapy sessions. 

4,000 social services

Service levels continue to grow at El Mercadito, our food pantry partnership with La Casa Norte in Humboldt
Park. So far this fiscal year, we’ve served more than                              turning to us for the first time — more than
double the number of new clients at El Mercadito from the previous year.  

Bottomline: We need your help! Please register to volunteer at El Mercadito and bring your friends and
colleagues, too! Sign up at nourishinghopechi.org/volunteer

5,000 people
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FOOD PROGRAMS
The holiday season is always our busiest time of year. This year, though,
was even busier than usual, reflecting a heightened need in the
community. In November and December, visits to our food programs
were                               compared to the same period last year.up 35 percent
We believe everyone should have the opportunity to have a special
holiday meal with their loved ones. In November and December, we
provided nearly 3,000 turkeys, 1,800 hams, 1,800 chickens and 2,000
Cornish hens.

So far this fiscal year, which began April 1, more than 
have received food from us                                                —

14,800 people

double the number of new clients from a year ago. 
more than

MOVING ON UP!
Please join us in congratulating Aliya Prescott on her new role with Nourishing
Hope — director of donor and volunteer engagement!

Aliya joined Nourishing Hope in March 2019 and, most recently, served as the
director of volunteers, where she managed and executed all components of the
volunteer program. She also oversees our marathon team, Team Nourishing Hope,
and will be running her fifth Chicago Marathon this year!

Aliya now oversees the individual giving team in addition to the volunteer
engagement team. Please feel free to reach out to Aliya at
aliya.prescott@nourishinghopechi.org

for the first time ever

http://nourishinghopechi.org/volunteer
mailto:aliya.prescott@nourishingshopechi.org


––    SAVE THE DATES!SAVE THE DATES!    ––

MAY FOURTH 2023

5 4 23
SEPTEMBER TWENTY 

NINTH 2023

9 29 23

galaTHE END HUNGER SOCIALTHE END HUNGER SOCIALTHE END HUNGER SOCIAL
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gala

We’re so thrilled to share the initial details of our two signature events for 2023! 
 

Please save them to your calendar, start planning your outfits and join us! Both events raise essential
funds toward our mission of providing food and social services to any Chicagoan in need. These are
two insanely fun evenings not to be missed!

                                            , hosted by our Young
Leaders Board, will be on Thursday, May 4, from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at Joy District in River North (112
W. Hubbard St). There will be raffle prizes, food
and cocktails, and live entertainment!

We expect this event to draw more than 250
young professionals with the goal of raising
more than $60,000 toward our mission. Buy
tickets and learn about sponsorship
opportunities at
nourishinghopechi.org/endhungersocial.

The End Hunger Social

If you are interested in making a contribution to the silent auction or joining us as an event sponsor please
email drew.moran@nourishinghopechi.org. Stay tuned for more information on these fabulous events!

This is the big one! Kick off #galaseason with our 
                                            on Friday, September 29,
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at The Geraghty (2520 S. Hoyne
Ave). We’ll have a silent auction, paddle raise, live
music, dinner and dancing, and much more!

People are still talking about how fun our gala was
last year, when we raised more than $790,000. We’re
going even bigger this year in hopes of raising more
than $900,000. Join us for an unforgettable night
while making a difference in your community! 

Go to nourishinghopechi.org/gala to learn more about
our flagship event, including ticket information and
sponsorship opportunities.

Nourishing Hope Gala

Early bird tickets are available now.
Get your tickets today!

https://www.joychicago.com/
http://nourishinghopechi.org/endhungersocial
mailto:drew.moran@nourishinghopechi.org
https://thegeraghty.com/
https://give.nourishinghopechi.org/event/nourishing-hope-gala-2023/e459226


CORPORATE SPOTLIGHT

CONTENT WARNING:
HEARTS WILL BE WARMED!

We are delighted to welcome five
new members to the Nourishing
Hope board of directors: Pamela
Moore-Thompson, vice president
of talent strategies at UScellular;
Bill Peluchiwski, senior managing
director at Houlihan Lokey;
Kanchana Suresh, senior vice
president of the Regional Senior
Investment Office at Northern
Trust; Rob Kleczynski, senior vice
president of tax at Exelon
Corporation; and Corey Rochkin,
principal at Oliver Wyman. 
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BOARD SPOTLIGHT
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Thank you to all of our incredible donors and sponsors of this year’s toy drive. With your help, we were
able to provide toys, games, books, art supplies and holiday cheer to 620 children and their families. 

The Nourishing Hope Toy Drive dates back to 1998, when a group of Lakeview neighbors — in
partnership with Lakeview Pantry — organized the effort to ensure children had presents to open for
the holidays. In 2010, the effort was rededicated to honor the memory of Vincent Babiarz, a young boy
who died in a tragic accident. Nourishing Hope continues to partner with the Babiarz family to keep the
toy drive going and to honor Vincent’s life and memory by bringing joy to children in need.

Special thanks to presenting sponsor                                    and supporting sponsors                                                
                                             and 

Middle River Power
Smart Bar, Gman Tavern        Metro!

Abelson Taylor,

Click here to read more about this annual tradition and the wonderful families who visited this year’s
toy room.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS!

https://www.nourishinghopechi.org/thats-a-wrap-toy-drive-brings-joy-to-620-kids/
https://www.nourishinghopechi.org/thats-a-wrap-toy-drive-brings-joy-to-620-kids/


1716 W. Hubbard St.
Chicago, IL 60622-6214

773.525.1777
www.NourishingHopeChi.org

Nourishing Hope, formerly known as Lakeview
Pantry, is a dynamic social services organization
providing food, mental wellness counseling and
other social services, such as job and housing
assistance, to our Chicago neighbors in need.
Founded in 1970, we strive to serve the needs of the
whole person — with respect and dignity, always.
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MEDIA HIGHLIGHTSMEDIA HIGHLIGHTS

Nourishing Hope was in the news over the
holidays! Stories of our work amid the ongoing
heightened need appeared in the Chicago Tribune,
NBC 5, ABC 7, WGN TV and WBEZ. We were also in
a USA Today column, which featured a woman
named Nohemi who shops at our Sheridan Market.
Check out her powerful story here. 

DID YOU CATCH US ONDID YOU CATCH US ON  
THE NEWS?THE NEWS?

MEDIA HIGHLIGHTMEDIA HIGHLIGHT

From the blog: In case you missed it, please take a moment to read
CEO Kellie O’Connell’s reflection on a historic and challenging 2022,
which included our rebranding and opening a new HQ to serve more
people throughout the city. 

A HISTORIC AND CHALLENGING 2022A HISTORIC AND CHALLENGING 2022

Photo credits: Kenneth Johnson, Vashon Jordan,
and Michele Marie Photography. Nourishing Hope Impact Report |  Winter 2023

Mural designed and painted by: Pablo Serrano

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/columnist/2022/12/27/usa-today-food-drive-fights-hunger-donations/10938354002/
https://www.nourishinghopechi.org/letter-from-the-ceo-looking-back-on-a-historic-and-challenging-2022/

